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Summary:Cells must communicate with each other to coordinate the development and survival of an 
animal. This communication can be mediated by diffusible factors that pass between cells, or by direct 
contact through cell junctions. Intercellular junctions mediate signals that allow normal cells to inhibit the 
transformed growth of neighboring tumor cells. This process is called “contact normalization”. Tumor cells 
need to escape contact normalization in order to become malignant or metastatic. This talk will 
describe how cell junctions, including connexins, integrins, and cadherins, as well as receptor mediated 
signaling and signal transduction events control or override contact normalization. This work can help 
us identify tumor biomarkers and chemotherapeutic targets, and to develop agents that effectively block 
cancer cell growth without harming other cells in the body.	
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